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FROM ELIZABETH F. ELLET

New York, July 6th [1842]
Dear Mr. Cooper

You so kindly encouraged me to apply to you for assist-
ance or advice in the matter of the Revolutionary women,
that I venture again to trespass on your time in their be-
half. But it will not involve any trouble for you to
answer rny enquiries.

It is stated in Bolton's History of Westchester
County, that you drew the character of "Frances," in
The Spy, after Miss Mary Philipse, the daughter of
Hon. Frederick Philipse. Is that true? The lady is one
of my heroines, and I can obtain no particulars respect-
ing her from her relatives, reverentially as they cherish her
memory. Mr. Sabine has furnished me with almost all
the details I have. The portrait in the possession of Mrs.
Gouverneur is to be engraved.

Do you think it beyond doubt that Mrs. Gates taught
school in Richmond, Virginia, previous to her marriage
with the General? If you do, I will insert it, though Mr.
Sparks is of the opinion that Gen. Gates married in
England.

In the brief sketch of Alice De Lancey Izard, I have
mentioned that Susan, the daughter of Col. Stephen Del, or elaborate. I can draw a coach
